
   Property Tax
Property tax is one of the main sources
of revenue for municipalities. Cities and
states utilize taxes to provide revenue for
roads, education, and other services. 

Everyone who owns or occupies
property, including homeowners,
businesses and industries pay property
tax based on the taxable value of their
property. Property assessors assign value
to land and improvements, and personal
property used in business. Property
assessors consider a number of factors
when assessing including age, size, type
of structure, quality of materials, design,
and other general conditions. Assessing
guidelines ensure that all assessments
are fair and equitable. Tax Bills

Questions about your property
tax bill? Here are some answers
to questions you might have,
including tax distribution and
millage rate information.
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How is our money used?



2023 Total Millage Rates
 Millage Rate     % of bill
 

City Operating                   7.2279             13%
Police & Fire*                     7.5000             14%
County                                10.9210            20%
School Operating**          18.0000            **
School Debt                        9.1000             17%
Saginaw ISD                        4.6438               8%
Delta College                      2.0427               4%
STARS                                   3.2000              6%
Saginaw Public Library      3.9947              7%
State Education                  6.0000             11%

*Special Assessment
**Exempt on PRE

Questions
Who decided on how much the City of
Saginaw collects?
The amount of millage that is collected
was determined by a vote of the people in
1979. At that time, the voter approved
millage was 10 mills, but lowered to 7.5.

Who decided on the other amounts of
taxes that I pay?
Most of the millages that are charged on
your tax bill are voter-based,meaning that
they were put before an election and were
voted in. Some of the millages are set by
statute, ie: the State Education Tax.
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If the City of Saginaw only keeps 27%
of my tax bill, why do I write such a big
check?
The City of Saginaw is charged with the
responsibility of collecting all of the taxes
and disbursing them to the appropriate
taxing authorities.

How often do we pay our tax bills?
There  are two bills per year to be paid.
One is July 1st and one is December 1st.

When are the payments due?
The July payment is due July 31st.
Penalties will start on August 1st. The
December payment is due February 14th.
Penalties will start February 15th.

How can I pay my tax bill?
July and December property tax payments can
be paid in the Treasurer's Office at Saginaw
City Hall until February 28th.  Citizens can pay
online at www.saginaw-mi.com or by phone
at 855-786-5349.

On March 1st any unpaid taxes are
transferred to the Saginaw County Treasurer,
111 South Michigan Avenue, Saginaw, MI
48602.

What is the administrative fee?
The City of Saginaw charges a 1%
administrative fee for the billing and
collection of the taxes, as allowed under state
statute.

Tax Distribution

Charter Allowable Tax Levy
A 1979 charter amendment restricts the
property tax levy for general operating purposes
to:
$3.8 million or 7.5 mills, whichever is less.
STATE STATUTE             SAGINAW CHARTER 
20 mills allowable      7.5 mills or $3.8 million


